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Happy New Yearx!
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Children singing carols for the New Year, with traditional instruments, holding a boat miniature.
In Greece, instead of trees, people used fo decorate green branches or boat miniatures

Prometheas Events

« Saturday, January 12, 2013, 8:00 PM: Lecture by Harry Mavromatis "Lost Edens" at
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Bethesda, MD (see flyer)



e Saturday, January 26, 2013, 8:00 PM: Greek Letters Day Celebration at St. George
Greek Orthodox Church, Bethesda, MD; Key note speaker: Dr. James Skedros, the
Prometheas Culture Awards to students of Greek Schools of the Washington
Metropolitan Area (flyer to be circulated soon).

Announcement: The Kyklos Initiative

We would like to bring to your attention that the Hellenic Society Prometheas, as part of its
mission to promote our Greek ideals, heritage and culture, has embarked on a new initiative
designed for those interested to speak, improve, and preserve the Greek language. This effort is
organized by members of our Society who feel strongly about the need to provide an opportunity
to people in our community for this purpose. A good number of members have already
responded and more intend to join in. Announcements for meetings will be circulated directly to
the members of the Kyklos group. Those who intend to join are encouraged and reminded to do
S0 as soon as possible. (for more info, see flyer)

Other Events and Announcements

Onassis
Cultural

Center NY

The Studio Theatre
Washington D.C.

Dec. 21 - Jan. 13

Adapted from Homer’s Iliad 3;'

First sung around a campfire 2,800 years ago, The lliad remains a soaring ode about humanity’s seemingly
timeless attraction to violence and destruction. In this theatrical telling, a storyteller grapples with the mythology,
brutality, and humanity of Homer’s epic poem. An intimate and immediate look at rage, grief, and the heroism and



horror of a seemingly endless war.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ONASSIS FOUNDATION (USA)

AN ILIAD

by Lisa Peterson and Denis O'Hare

based on Homer's Iliad, translated by Robert Fagles
directed by David Muse

Performances begin December 21!

The Studio Theatre
1501 14th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Starring

Scott Parkinson with musician Rebecca Landell (viola de gamba)
Designers:

Set Luciana Stecconi

Lighting Colin K. Bills

Costumes Laree Lentz

Sound Eric Shimelonis

For ticket information click here.

Greek America Foundation's Academic Programs

[Below is a letter by the Academic Programs Director of the Greek America Foundation]

Dear Mike,

I write on behalf of Greg Pappas with an update on the Greek America Foundation's academic programs.
Greg asked me to reach out to you to help us spread the word about two opportunities we are currently
promoting.

First and foremost, we are seeking applicants for the first Tsakalos Endowed Scholarship. This
scholarship honors H&S Bakery, Inc. co-owner and philanthropist Nicholas Tsakalos and his life of
generosity and service to the Greek-American community. The scholarship offers a student from the
Baltimore-DC-Virginia area full tuition for a semester of study abroad at Deree-The American College of
Greece for the spring semester. | am attaching the announcement and application, and | would be very
grateful if you could distribute this among your networks.


http://onassisfoundationusa.cmail1.com/t/j-l-yuuijrk-yhyuddpk-y/

Secondly, the application for the Libra Internship program is now open. The Libra Internship Program
(www.librainternship.com) offers university-level internships for up to twenty rising juniors and seniors
and graduating seniors in the summer of 2013. These students will be placed at one of the group's 22 key
international locations which include New York, Miami, London, Athens, Beijing and Buenos Aires. The
Libra Group's many subsidiaries are focused primarily on shipping, aviation, hospitality, real estate and
renewable energy. The internships will span the duration of the summer 2013 vacation and will include a
stipend towards travel and living expenses -- all covered by the generosity of the Libra Group. Further
information can be found here:

http://www.greekamerica.org/student-programs/libra-internships/

Thank you for your help in promoting these tremendous opportunities for young people in our
community.

With kind regards,

Jenny

Academic Programs Director, Greek America Foundation
http://www.greekamerica.org/student-programs/

On the Newtown, CT tragedy

[Below is a letter by Stahis Panagides]
Ayamnté AguvTte€pn,

MOAmM@pakoAoUOBNnoao Tn oplAia To MNMNpoedpouv Obama

Bupydadtwyvy TNg TpPpAaywdiag¢g Tou Newtown, KOl OKE QTN

Me TOa MEAN TO MNMpopnbéa 1o moinua Touvu Mafi An,
o€ 1L TNV TpPpAaywdi a.
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Websites of the month

e The site of world news in Ancient Greek: http://www.akwn.net/
e "Tango Acropolis™: www.Tangoacropolis.eu

e http://www.greecevirtual.gr/

Books

e "The Nation and its Ruins: Antiquity, Archaeology, and National Imagination in Greece" by
Yannis Hamilakis

e "The Young Turks' crime against humanity: The Armenian Genocide and ethnic cleansing in
the Ottoman Empire" by Taner Akcam, Princeton University Press

e "Muslim Nationalism and the New Turks"* by Jenny White. Princeton University Press


http://www.tangoacropolis.eu/
http://www.amazon.com/Yannis-Hamilakis/e/B001H6NE04/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1

News Articles
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MapoaKoAouvbBnnoelr Tn PeEYAANn OouLvVOAOULAIa Tpocg

Emel Ta omd apKETA XpOVvVI A OTOULAIKONE,T oauw o
Kol Vvod Tng omoiag ToOV Oouvdeel O0T€EVNR OXECQ
Aviiotaong Kotd tng Xouvtac¢ otnv EAANAGDoO
«KTMTAPWVY», To&l de LOWITI CTT EOWTON €@ AMAEl PE KA K O |
oviapgei poviag To PBrevéll KO @I AOPJOULGOGO KGO
Kar autdé 10 KOLVO, O0ev Oameéomaoce Toa PAE
amo 10 Oewpeio oto omoi o €i xe olwavpOedIT nNbCE, C
MapoaKoAovBwvtag, €TmTmiong OULYKIVNUEVOC O
TOU, OGQAAG KOl TNV TMOopouLOiOoon TWV €£€pywV

oTov KOOpoO.

Movadl K, Omw¢ TAVIO KOl OWmpOpnNnKayypampod
«Maouvtxdouvlev» TPl V TEOCCGCEPI ¢ KAl TAEOV

HVvnuel wde¢ €pyo ToL Mikn ©Ogodwpdkn, o€

Kol Akadnuai ko0, | adakwpBouv Koa@mooE ARXDMOV IO
OTO0O OMWVUHPMO vall OoTI KO OoTpaATOTMEDdO OCUYKEV
Maoykoopui ov MoAépuov.

Eviumwol ak ATav Kol n e€KT€é€Aegaon 1Twv d00
-yl a TMTPpPWIN QOopadGootT gWé Ko E prinag «Tpi tng Z
Opxnotpa Awpatiouv Brévvng (mouv ocuvuvodeve
Kol oTa daAAa TtTpia Tpayol0dIa TNnNg), amod T
Mat d1 kN Xopwdi a kKo wWWwTTAA WIPGKK|IOM ¥PEAV,, Toev
BAavitap Kal o©oAioct 1tnv uvyYi gpwvo Mapa Mac

BapOtovo NtdadvieAr ZeEpa@l v,

To «Maouvtxa@aouvlev», o0 Mikng ©Oego0dwpakncg-ort
MTAOYyKOOUI a TIPETHA £€Tp@UV eg@wMéGp iooadouv 1988, 1
KayKeAaplrouv ®dpavig Bpavitoki, €xovtag &
ctTalOpd, pPde e€pPunvVeLIPLEC, OTA E€AANVI KA T
MoOGBI vTII ddn BUI KATUNYEAUOATOAL KOyeppuavi o

CuUVOULAIia e€i xav mapakoAouvbBnoer dekKdadce
Mwviag¢ Tn pdvaAwdOuaamy TRRG 7B uA.Twl0 THX
Pl wWoi ag¢g TmTMOULU e€i xXawcaguyma)l cUMV KPEMOUT OEIl
a
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¢ jdesU aUds UGy d eUd
B pdeecldysdd 7TU 13dd, CAtensBiak s sy jolhedo jUBIGU ai
Touv Xapn ®dav dPepoeviaaA

H moAn otnv 1T0o€mnn ocou. Avu T rthepsBaokd tna vk €Tvor ppa |
To 2009 w¢g¢ dwpappy o@pwOWIMETWWA « Al OVUKTEP
eOnvotepa PBevI i vadl Kaoa,-0ha AXNUDYOCETOREOAUO @
Eva amAO dayylyppga 1Tng o6Bdvncg.

Tpia xXpovia kKal 145.000 xpnoteg oapyoTtepa,

0o @i Aol KOl oOuUapE T ceiAptd1{ OTVIiVO W aa TT@ PTACE O LV K
Ol KOOULOTNANUMOTOC Aavodpoviog TNV Oovavewpdévn
KOl TEPLOOCOTEPO «KOLVWVIKO» Tepl EXOPEVO.

ApKeETA €XO0ULV aAAdOkEQ ,0 TOOAAICG .0 X4 O 00 KBoTod ¢ P O
MAnpo@opi e¢ mMOU O KOOMPWOC TMPOAYHMOATI KA XPEL G
TO ypaeeia tng e€t1a1 peiag oto XalAdavdpl . «A
OXPEI AOTEC INPOMPAXECT €0 TUNMP KA OCL KN PBaon 0Oc¢€c¢



OTOV KO@Be XpRoTn OoULUTO TMOU XpPpelaletTal ».

T cAthensBooke i v a1 o1 DK cAndwid, yaww Tpooc@eata Windews&
EKOOON Yyl O TAPTMAETEC KAl TIMTQq KMIVO LIAIMADY d @a
Mia amo 11 ¢ Aiyecg e€t1ToMigmafty amogveavdagxb§gnRr
EQAPPUOY WV TAVW OTO VEO AEITOUPY!I KO.

EtTo1, Xpnoirpyomol wviag¢g KA&Gmol a «&E&uvumvn» 0OULUO
MTAOPOEYEi XTTO TNV ayoamnuévn ocouv TILt1Toapia, v
eivar oavol xtoi, va amoelyel ¢ TNV Kivnon K
AMiyeg K1viloel ¢ 1Twv O0AaKTUAWV OCOUL.
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ATEVOVTL 6TO «TEPUSH

T dAthensBooke i val pi1a amdé 11 ¢ 2 €EKATOMPMHUOLPL O €@
Ol aB €01l peg MPEXP L TTOOP ux €0ATO guPSKLOBK XD TR WD (£ \& € K @ @
AOYyog ToULU KAv cAthensBookl ¢ mao Tt vgp @ adwoonpei wtn

H Kkatadaotaon otnv EAAMNGOa ¢ statup)l eETviaxce 1IOENPAEEIP
OVTI METWTEC HPE T OpEVVOWBMPTARX i TOECA O @I 1 TON QT OYAPIAT A O K
OAANOTMPOGCAAAO QOPOAOYIL KO TAaiocro. Mg tTnv o
HETO&EUL TwWv VEWV €Xel e€kKTofevbBei mMaAavw amo

«YTTAPYXOULUVYV ONMUOAOVTI KA €PMmOdI a O T Nt adynkuol copui poyui
TEXVOAOYI KAC KolvoTtTnrtaoag», Aéel o Kamwvng.

Omw¢ TMTMOAAOI pnxavi kKoi v AtbensBogkiE gDOW, TTEIp ADE P



XPOVO OTO €EWTEPI KO. OMKAaTOUWQCHP AT OTTY P OO ]
MTTAOY KOO @IdMIOE, MAITK AV I KO ¢ TAnNp ongeonapColkgdp® 0 @ L ¢
Aovdivou. Megpl KA XpoOvia peTa a@enoe TOo 010
ETMIL OTPEWYe 1l € &asmicaldTechnaogyt a © Tlgw (apng¢g omouvdao
MNXOViI KOC KOO ADIYY 0OMIowo T 0 EMI mplv octpaage
KAvovIiog HAOTEpP Havagrdk ael kK ™o i ddaEKLUTOONP 1OKTG0 0T NV |
Stanford.

Ot d0o @i Aol oOoKap@iotTnkKaoav TO TpoOT L ¢ AthensBoak,

MeEPlL 00O0OTEPO WC Tei papya. EkKkeivn 1tnv g€moxn,
B€E€on ocouv o€ T pocatjopbasediservide) x pevonfav Ti mMoTE T
EVOl a@EéEpoOoVv KOvoenmt. AVITIiotTol XaAoyi & apmd

YEWYypPOA@I KNG B€&€ong¢g NTav o100 OmMApPyaqavaa.

«To 2008, O0TOV XWPO TWV KIVNTWV OCULOKEULQV,
KAOOI KE€C KSMBIImMWO £ECT queEN TYICH TIPATOEYDWIEELY O -T (
oe ANiWARB, ¢aryT e AdAXI1 OT € C ».

To yeyovocg w¢ ekivnoav pe eAdaxtrtotrtouvcg 10
eETOol pei ag. opa XeElLpotepa, n EANGOa PBpl o
XTULUTmoUOE tnv KOUplLa Tnyn €1 co dajipvaalo ¢O X LLa
Kaomwvng, Kabwg¢ Al adi KTUuoO KOOI KlLvntd €XoUv
ammé Ta TMAapPpOdOOCI AOKOA HPEOOA.

H d0vapuyn Touvu Kol Vvodl

H tTeAeuvtai éatheesBodkammry dE@u 10 XpPpROTn pe dekacd
VuxXTeEpPILVA KEVTPO, OnuMoOOIL EC vmMnpeocieg, pPoOU
TNV Kivnon otouvg O6poOpgoOULUC. Tra aptir otepn ¢
Infotriptou TMOapPpEXEl TMANPOQOPIi €¢ YTIOCTAONHOAREARGC(
M e askdfoodgr, M1 O OTMO TI C MHEYOALTEPEC KOILVOTNT

Ot dngitouvpyoi dev avaPBadbpur ocav amAwg¢ TNV €
OKOAOULOBWvVTOC TN useeqgenerated ME PINE X & |0 & VI I KOETCW C  Propt
mpotTdadocel ¢ amdé 1TO KOILVO. «O OoKOmOCg €ivalr v
EPgMEl pia avii ylra TNV TILO YEVIKN, XPnotil K

Onmw¢ apkKetToi EAAnvegQuegmERpyUPAOMEOUIi eqgg OD &
e wTepl KO. Exouv €pBel o0oeg ema@en pe o€l pa
dnNuMlouvupyia MPOOWNTI KWV 0dnywv ylL o TOAel ¢ T

Frvowpi ouvv TTwW¢ N €mMITULUXIiOo OoToV KOG@Op@Emdadvme X ¢
MoA0 peyaAdlTepeg €101 peieg¢ avbnoav Kal €0

« T AthensBooka motT e Aei epmopl KO mpoi ov, €101 n ¢
ONUMOAOVTI KO péEPOC TNCg €liocwondpwclréem peanm



KaAl0Ttepn duvatn umnpeociao o€ MeEiopga T wv
MTou €ival Kol vVOoOTOMO KOI, TAVW OaTT OAQO,

Hu € p o p p4/l/ze
Copyright: http://www.kathimerini.gr

To d1oIKTVEKO VT Y ®YELD
Evdatey 1t o yovei ¢ Keniod o Iyd1ad UKyoI€ | Y

Tng | wavvag dPwttl adn

«Kpion 1téxvag kKagepyodevadeoskadocga
TTOU UVAOTOIOUVTAI TOUC TeAEULTAI OUVLC
amotTeAéopPdOaTa. EAANVI KN «TTAaTéVTOA>»

onuiovupynua Tng 28xpovng Tivag M
NAEKTY@EZAQNYXAVI KOG NAEKTPOVI KWV UT
matlrt 61 dG» A€el ot1nv «K» n {idi1a, Tmouv
CLUOTNMOTI KA WOTE Vva KAvel TpPpai&n t

«@&€Anoca va ocuvdudow TNV TeXVoAampi
Ol KOye€vela, HdE TNV eKTai degvon, Ka
01 ad1l KTUAKOU E€KTOIl 0EUVLTIL KOU UAI KOD
¢ «n VAN €ivar TmTL O yeVI KN sitel
VI KOG Kol vaywAl E§j comeo@U0yovei
Ta malt 61 . «OAn n MAAT@Q@OPUO
el vaoa mepinyeitTar poOvo TOULU KA
a €Xouv TILC O€&1 0T nToEVCO OVIOK OX EE€I |
ayvwon, ylt’' dauvtd OAa €ivol Ka
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T kidogartencomd 1 aB €11 MAOUOL O ULAI KO O¢
VTTAPXEL N OXETI KR oRpavon: moon
TOU YOVEOD KOC @HEEUIDOLELT WAL Ke®1L y o
TOOO TI1 ¢ odnyieg 600 KOl TO TOTPO
meplt AauyBdvetar OAn ylrLo TO pda@ONnUa
TEXVWOV. H meprnnynon €0w cbxavcgamndad
«Téooepl ¢ Emoxég» tTou BrpBairvrti, d
al €pya TEXVNE TOU €XO0ULV EPTVEULO
ol N UAnN TWV €1 KOOTI K®WV: MdlLa oLV
VII MPpOoOowTe VBEa K al kKopwka, TRevw ouv dp, Mc
a. dr1atiBevital yra TOUC MHMI KpPpODLC

uspvoylo, n OoTAaTI OTIl KR Kat t1ta P
ML oKOMNnOoNn T dpacTnNnpPpl 0TNTOCGT KWQ
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CLVEPYAT EC TN apgligationy 1dEnope K aipagh y rFraoevt [
Kilvoopueva oxéeéodota, d1oadpaocTtl KA 1Al
Al COWMOUL P& TOV AAdyO Kal Tn XeEAwva
ndn 15.000 xpnoteg amdé OAO TOV KOC

e o001 adl Kaooi a vAomoinong PpioketTa
BiroAdyouv TKAOpPpI a¢ Kowv drozatocano v & E K m y

To 6vVopgOo AamoO TNV 101 aitepn moatpid
«oTa PJEPN HMOUL OAMOKOAOUME TPOLO avL
XwWplroouv». 2ZTOXO0C TNC €ivar va pPduLRO
Kal d1 atTpo@ni¢. ©Oa payel pelboOULPYE LY
omoi a 6a 61uv&w@wms(@$xaquimuo K
o1 d1 Koi pag dtrtoavopeig Ba egivarl . .
MTouv TMPOPRBAEMeT Ol Vva Ee€KILVNOoEeELl aATO

«@a oavoptolLPpeE O01n oceArAidaoa pEAngpEEPR
amé KAaTocapoAa, amo TaPyi Kal oamo vy
@PpOUVTO, VYAUKO Kal TOAUOOCTOPO YWHOAK
«KYypo@eng dozaomtoOpmMoOopouvLVY va OdO0KI HAoGOULV
0000 BETikoKOULUKAKLI , o011 ¢ 15 AekepuBg

Hu € p o p rpie2ilax
Copyright: http://www.kathimerini.gr

88 HKaoHMEPINH

Y TpES Topovg, 11 «Owovopkn Ietopia tov EAAnvikov Kpatovg»

Tnv «O1r Kovopdl kKR lotopia touvu EAANnVIKOUL Kpa
IOV OoOTOoi ov cuvéBaAav MepPl coO0TEPOIl OO €1 K¢
KaAdAageatng Kal vayyeirog Npdévilag, TapouvOol
Opi Ao Me |pa|wc (K onmn)y .

H «Ot Kovopdl KN | otopia Tou € XNV ITIKROW okya KT00
Baoci otnke ot1tn &1 AKPL ON Bepydrtwv, E€EVVOl @V,
deopdyolC TNEg L OoTOoOpPiOC pMeE TNV Ol KOVOMWIia, 1Tn
TNG¢ Ol KOVOMUIi ag, aAAd TKPOO G GTT OKLO | EVAWAVN val KUOEUD GK
Ol KOVOMUI KEC OCULPUTEPI QOPEC KAl OCUVAAAOAKTI KE
peTaBaon amd TN OLYKPOTNOon o6tTnvVv €ume dwaon
MEYOAAWYV TOAl TPK®OCTOPPWOS, OTEAOCG, €ival ag
mapabeon (mMmepl ocodTeEpPOo N AILYyOTEPO YVWOT QV)
KaAOMTMTTOoOULUY o0l OU0UO0 MPWITIOL TOMOI

Onmw¢ avageépel n Ka Zo@eia ZTd&i KoL, TIPUOTEOdLP O
MOVNAMPMATOC VYiveETOAl TMEPI OCOCOTEPO ATMO TOTE €T
aoBeBarorTNTwWV TTOUL OdNHUIOULPYEI N OLKOVOMIL KN

Poumept ZAPOUVLEACOV, I «KOTWAEL AT IV COU KOA\D@PW



MOVO TNV Ol KOVOMUIia 6o mpooceébBeta», OavVaQEeéEpE

Tnv €kdNAwon 6o ouvvitoviocelr o kKabBnyning TO
Al oi Knong Kal EOvVvI KOO Kal Kamodl o1 pl aKOU

evba oxXoAlL doouv ol KaobBnyntécg¢ ToULU TuRUOATOC
Kamodil ot pl akoUO0 Navemi otnpgiouv ABnvowv Ztavp

Ekdooon B6a pPir Anoouvv egmiong o ocLPWPBOLVLAOC TNC
Kool €TIL MEANTEC TOUL.

Mnyn: AMNOE

Hy € p o p /212
Copyright: http://www.kathimerini.gr

Deadly cave's where it all ended — and maybe Hades began

Archaeologists have lots to learn from prehistoric Greek site where all were buried alive
By Charles Choi

Live SCIENCE

updated 11/28/2012 4:56:33 PM ET

A giant cave that might have helped serve as the inspiration for the mythic ancient Greek underworld
Hades once housed hundreds of people, potentially making it one of the oldest and most important
prehistoric villages in Europe before it collapsed and killed everyone inside, researchers say.

The complex settlement seen in this cave suggests, along with other sites from about the same time,
that early prehistoric Europe may have been more complex than previously thought.

The cave, located in southern Greece and discovered in 1958, is called Alepotrypa, which means
"“foxhole."

"The legend is that in a village nearby, a guy was hunting for foxes with his dog, and the dog went
into the hole and the man went after the dog and discovered the cave,"” said researcher Michael
Galaty, an archaeologist at Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss. "The story's probably apocryphal —
depending on who you ask in the village, they all claim it was their grandfather who found the cave."

A prehistoric cathedral

After its discovery, Greek officials originally saw the cave as a potential tourist attraction. However,
when archaeologists realized the historical secrets it might hold, they led efforts to keep tourism from
inadvertently destroying the site.

The main chamber of the cave is about 200 feet (60 meters) tall and up to about 330 feet (100 m)
wide. Altogether, the cave is nearly 3,300 feet (1,000 m) long, large enough to have its own lake, in
which famed explorer Jacques Cousteau once scuba-dived.


http://www.livescience.com/11361-history-overlooked-mysteries.html

"If you've ever seen 'The Lord of the Rings," this might make you recall the mines of Moria — the

cave is really that impressive," Galaty told LiveScience.

[Photo of Alepotrypa Cave ]

Excavations that have taken place at Alepotrypa since 1970 uncovered tools, pottery, obsidian and
even silver and copper artifacts that date back to the Neolithic or New Stone Age, which in Greece
began about 9,000 years ago.

"Alepotrypa existed right before the Bronze Age in Mycenaean Greece, so we're kind of seeing the
beginnings of things that produced the age of heroes in Greece," Galaty said.

Cave dwellers apparently used the cavern not only as a shelter, but also as a cemetery and place of
ritual.

"You have to imagine the place torchlit, filled with people lighting bonfires and burying the dead,"
Galaty said. "It was quite like a prehistoric cathedral, a pilgrimage site that attracted people from all
over the region and perhaps from further afield."

Cave settlements
The cave apparently went through a series of occupations and abandonments.

"Alepotrypa was at a perfect place to intercept sea trade from Africa all the way to the eastern
Mediterranean, being right at the southern tip of Greece," Galaty said.

Settlement at the cave abruptly ended when its entrance collapsed about 5,000 years ago, perhaps due


http://movies.toptenreviews.com/reviews/mr184417.htm?cmpd=ttr-ls
http://www.livescience.com/25089-hades-cave-human-settlement.html
http://www.livescience.com/3288-mythic-birthplace-zeus.html

to an earthquake, burying cave dwellers alive.

"It is and was an amazing place, the closest thing we have to a Neolithic Pompeii," Galaty said,
referring to the ancient Roman town of Pompeii, which was buried when Mount Vesuvius erupted
nearly 2,000 years ago. Ash entombed and preserved Pompeii, and excavations there have given
archaeologists extraordinarily detailed views of life during that time. In much the same way, the final
cave collapse left everything in place in Alepotrypa, with everything inside getting a pearly mineral
coating over the years.

Intriguingly, people apparently performed burials in the cave while conducting rituals that involved
burning huge amounts of dung and depositing large amounts of colored and finely painted pottery.

Mchael Galaty
This adult human is buried at the open-air site near the Alepotrypa cave.

"The burial sites and rituals that took place really do give the cave an underworld feel. It's like
Hades, complete with its own River Styx," Galaty added, referring to the river that in Greek myth
served as the boundary between the mortal realm and the netherworld. [ Science Fact or Fantasy? 20
Imaginary Worlds ]

Alepotrypa archaeology

For about 40 years, excavations at Alepotrypa were largely the singlehanded work of Greek
archaeologist Giorgos Papathanassopoulos. In the last three years, Papathanassopoulos has reached
out to other archaeologists, who have helped uncover a wealth of new insights on the site.

For instance, surveys around the cave now show there was a settlement outside. Altogether, hundreds
of people may have lived at the site in its heyday, making it one of the largest, most complex known


http://www.livescience.com/17747-pompeii-trashy-tombs-mystery.html
http://www.livescience.com/5179-female-shaman-grave-loaded-goodies.html
http://www.livescience.com/17796-science-fiction-imaginary-worlds-countdown.html
http://www.livescience.com/17796-science-fiction-imaginary-worlds-countdown.html

Neolithic villages in Europe.

In addition, analysis by researcher Panagiotis Karkanas at the Ephoreia of Paleoanthropology and
Speleology of Southern Greece in Athens and his colleagues is confirming that rituals were
conducted there regularly.

Much remains unknown about the cave. For instance, "we don't know how much deeper deposits go.
For all we know, we might have Neanderthals down there,” Galaty said. "The next bay over, you
have Neanderthal artifacts in caves, so it's hard to believe there wouldn't be such evidence in
Alepotrypa. We just haven't dug deep enough to know."

"Giorgos Papathanassopoulos has always argued this pottery was not local to the site, but came from
elsewhere — that the cave was a kind of pilgrimage site where important people were buried, leading
to the fanciful idea that this was the original entrance to Hades, that it was the source of the Greek
fascination with the underworld," Galaty said.

Chemical analysis of the bones can yield similar insights. "Are people actually bringing bodies from
distant locales to bury?" Galaty said.

This site, along with others in Europe, might help confirm that complex societies arose earlier than
currently thought on the continent.

Papathanassopoulos, Karkanas and Galaty, along with Anastasia Papathanasiou, William Parkinson,
Daniel Pullen and their colleagues, will detail this year's findings at the annual meeting of the
Archaeological Institute of America on Jan. 6 in Seattle.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/49999550/ns/technology_and_science-science/#.UMTTxoYorAQ
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From ancient times to today, Greece's great
scientific heritage

© Shuttershock

(06/09/2012) Few European countries can claim to have contributed more to science than Greece,
where innovation in the natural sciences, medicine, mathematics, philosophy and politics has a deep
and rich tradition going back thousands of years. The legacy of that tradition can still be seen today
in a range of innovative projects being conducted by Greek researchers.

More than two and half millennia ago, Thales of Miletus sought to explain the physical world in
terms of the natural rather than the supernatural, earning him the title of the father of science.
Centuries later Aristotle and his student Theophrastus classified and named plants and animals,
laying the foundations for botany. Hippocrates, meanwhile, is considered the father of Western
medicine.

The contributions of these ancient Greek thinkers and visionaries, and many others from Pythagoras
to Pliny, have touched virtually every area of science. Greece's contribution to politics and systems
of government has been no less impressive. Perhaps therefore it is not surprising that today, amid
economic and political crises across Europe, Greek researchers are looking to combine those two
traditions.

Teams at the University of the Aegean are currently working on ways to use the internet, and so-
called web 2.0 technologies in particular, to help political decision-makers better understand what
citizens want and how they feel about the political agenda.

In the Nomad (1) initiative, which also includes three other Greek partners including the Greek
parliament, the researchers are building tools to crawl blogging, social networking and media
websites for user-generated content about public policy. Powerful analytical technology and
processes are used to analyse the crowd-sourced data and automatically provide it to policy-makers.
Armed with an accurate summary of public sentiment on different issues from their constituents,
policy-makers should be able to better match policy goals to public demands.

'Modern politicians could test, detect and understand how citizens perceive their own political
agendas, and also stimulate the emergence of discussions and contributions on the informal web so
as to gather useful feedback for immediate (re)action,' the Nomad team says. 'In this way, politicians
can create a stable feedback loop between information gathered on the web and the definition of their
political agendas based on this contribution.'


http://www.nomad-project.eu/

While Nomad focuses on helping policy-makers obtain information about public sentiment, another
project called Padgets (2) focuses on providing policy-makers with better methods of communication
with the public. Also coordinated by the University of the Aegean and involving companies such as
Google in the United Kingdom and Fraunhofer in Germany, the project is developing a system to
turn public policy proposals and measures into web applications. These so-called Policy Gadgets, or
Padgets, are designed to be used in relation to underlying web content and social activities, allowing
policy-makers to spread a uniform multimedia message easily across multiple media and new media
channels and receive direct feedback from many different users. The ultimate goal is to enable more
effective direct communication between policy makers and the public.

At the National Technical University of Athens, meanwhile, researchers are focusing on another
issue important to governments and societies everywhere: conflict resolution. The team behind the
Siren (3) initiative are taking advantage of recent advances in serious games, social networks,
computational intelligence and emotional modelling to create uniquely motivating and educating
games that can help shape how children think about and handle conflict.

The Siren software will enable teachers across Europe to easily develop conflict scenarios that match
the cultural background, age and technical expertise of their students, with the aim of improving
conflict resolution skills among young people, and in the long term, society at large.

While those three projects reflect, at least in part, Greece's long-standing contribution to political
systems, public policy and forms of government, others are more closely tied to the country's
scientific tradition.

Echoing Eratosthenes

For example, Teleios (4), coordinated by National and Kapodistrian University Of Athens, has
echoes of the work of Eratosthenes of Alexandria, the first person to measure the Earth's
circumference.

The Teleios team, however, are doing much more than mathematics and geography. They are
focused on solving the large and growing problem of managing and using Earth observation data -
the several terabytes of data sent every day by satellites to organisations such as NASA and the ESA.
The project, which also involves the National Observatory of Athens and partners in Germany, Italy
and the Netherlands, is setting up a virtual observatory infrastructure for Earth observation data so
data can be accessed, organised and used more effectively for a range of applications, from climate
monitoring to detecting wildfires.

Also dealing with large volumes of data is the 1-Search (5) project, coordinated by the Centre for
Research and Technology Hellas and involving Google as a partner. The initiative is focused on
developing the first search engine able to handle specific types of multimedia content, from text and
2D images to video and 3D content, as well as multimodal (such as facial expressions and eye
movements) and real-world data (such as weather and location information). In addition, the search
engine, based on a unique Rich Unified Content Description system, will also provide a very high


http://www.padgets.eu/
http://sirenproject.eu/
http://www.earthobservatory.eu/
http://www.isearch-project.eu/isearch/

degree of personalisation.

The Centre for Research and Technology Hellas is also involved in another far-reaching EU-funded
project, Noptilus (6), in which a team is working on developing 'Autonomous underwater vehicles'
(AUVs). The project aims to develop and test an advanced AUV that will be fully autonomous,
meaning there is no need for a human operator as is needed by most systems today. With a range of
potential uses such as environmental monitoring and underwater mapping, prototype Noptilus AUVs
are to be tested off the coast of Portugal for round-the-clock monitoring.

Meanwhile, Greek company Systema Technologies is coordinating another pan-European initiative
involving robotics research, albeit for very different aims. The goal of Mobiserv (7) is to develop a
service robot to support independent living, socialisation and communications among older people.
One of the key features of the initiative is the team's focus on using the robot to provide healthcare
services and emergency support by monitoring users' vital signs and environmental factors tied in
with a smart home setting. The system is currently undergoing extensive field trials with end users.

"This research could have long-term benefits in supporting a growing elderly population. We need to
look at these systems holistically in the context of real lives and ensure that the support they give to
older people living independently matches their expectations and meets a real need," explains Dr
Praminda Caleb-Solly, who is leading the user experience research.

Connected with smart buildings research is the Pebble (8) project. The initiative, coordinated by the
Technical University of Crete, is focused on intelligent energy management for buildings that will
make them ‘energy positive' - i.e. they will produce more energy than they consume. 'The view taken
by the Pebble system, along with the potential of most effectively and harmoniously utilising all

available resources, makes it an ICT-based "enabler of energy efficiency",' the project team says.

The approach aims to maximise the net energy produced by buildings with renewable energy sources
fitted. The system will use a combination of sensors, simulation of heat response within the building,
and sophisticated control tools. According to the project team, 'with a reasonable installation of
renewable sources, [the system] will help realise significant energy savings - reaching or even
surpassing the target of 30 % reduction.’

The projects featured in this article have been supported by the Seventh Framework Programme
(FP7) for research.

(1) Nomad: Policy Formulation and Validation through non moderated crowdsourcing

(2) Padgets: Policy Gadgets Mashing Underlying Group Knowledge in Web 2.0 Media

(3) Siren: Social games for conflict REsolution based on natural iNteraction

(4) Teleios: Virtual Observatory Infrastructure for Earth Observation Data

(5) I-Search: A unified framework for multimodal content SEARCH

(6) Noptilus: autoNomous, self-Learning, OPTImal and compLete Underwater Systems

(7) Mobiserv: An integrated intelligent home environment for the provision of health, nutrition and
mobility services to the elderly

(8) Pebble: Positive-energy buildings thru better control decisions


http://www.noptilus-fp7.eu/
http://www.mobiserv.eu/
http://www.pebble-fp7.eu/
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What's the Latest Development?

Electrocardiogram (ECG) biometrics is the science of identifying a person using their unique cardiac
rhythm. By implanting thin sensors into a device, such as a smartphone, that can measure ECGs
through fingertips, enough data can be recorded to allow a person to log into a system just as they
would with any other password, code, or biometric. For more critical situations, such as airport
security, the heartbeat ID could be used along with fingerprint scanners or other 1D checks, but for
other applications, such as key card access, it could very well be used alone.

What's the Big Idea?

Unlike many ID schemes currently on the drawing board, heartbeat IDs are ready for the market right
now. The one challenge is getting customers up to speed, and then comfortable, with the idea of
having their ECG measured via a sensor. Foteini Agrafioti, engineer and founder of a development
company called Bionym, says, "Any device you hold with both hands, such as an iPad or
smartphone, can all very much do ECG recognition...People have to see it first before they can trust
it." Her company is currently looking for partners.
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