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Prometheas Events 

 Friday, January 12, 2018, 8:00pm: Please, save the date; Greek Movie by Prometheas at St. 

George; Flyer to follow 

 Saturday, January 27, 2018, 7:00 pm: Greek Letters Day Celebration at St. George Greek 

Orthodox Church, Beshesda, MD (see flyer) 

 Please, save the date: Sunday, February 18, 2018 for the Prometheas' Annual Apokreatiko 

Party at NOSTOS. Flyer to follow. 

On Sunday, December 3rd, 2017, Prometheas held a General Assembly to elect a new Board.  The 

results are summarized in the attachment.  We welcome the New President, Ms. Joanna 

Athanasopoulos Owen, and the members of the new Board (Lefteris Karmiris, Magdalene Kantartzi, 

Frank Kitzantides, Alex Spiliotopoulos, Eleftheria Frances, and Ipatia Apostolides) and we look 

forward to a fun and productive 2-year term! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                      

Letter from Prometheas' President 

 

Dear Fellow Prometheas Members and Volunteers,  

I would like to wish all your families and you a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year! 

This is a special year for the Hellenic Society of Prometheas as we are celebrating Prometheas' 40 year 

anniversary! Since its inception in 1978, Prometheas has accomplished a great deal of achievements 

promoting the Greek ideals, heritage, language, and culture.  As Prometheas' New President, I will 

work together with all of you as partners to help the Hellenic Society of Prometheas attain even more 

successes and present to our members stimulating events and interesting information. 

With this opportunity, I would like to thank Prometheas' former Executive Board comprised of: Lefteris 

Karmiris, Barbara Kakaes, Chris Loukaitis, Frank Kitzantides, Eleftheria Frances, and Elina Karmakolias 

for their formidable dedication, amazing volunteer work, and relentless determination to perfection.  I 

would also like to welcome all the incoming Board members and wish great success to Prometheas' new 

Executive Board made up of Dr. Joanna Athanasopoulos Owen, Lefteris Karmiris, Magdalene Kantartzi, 

Frank Kitzantides, Alex Spiliotopoulos, Eleftheria Frances, and Ipatia Apostolides. 

I am humbled, honored, delighted, and privileged to lead Prometheas' impressive group of members 

and volunteers.  We are all vital ingredients in making Prometheas' Community vibrant, rich, and 

energetic as we continue to engage our group's diverse interests and incredible cultural heritage.  As 

Prometheas' New President, I hope, believe in, and plea for your boundless support. 

May 2018 be a Wonderful Year for our great Organization, the Hellenic Society of Prometheas, and 

for all of us! 

Happy 40th Anniversary! 

Joanna Athanasopoulos Owen, PhD, Hellenic Society Prometheas, President 



                                      

 

Other Events and Announcements 

 AHIF Hosts 16th Annual Future of Hellenism in America Conference: 

http://ahiworld.org/media-center/press-releases/2017/2197-ahif-hosts-16th-annual-future-of-

hellenism-in-america-conference.html 

 Χαρτογραφώντας τη Διασπορά: 

http://www.kathimerini.gr/934194/article/epikairothta/ellada/xartografwntas-th-diaspora 

Πώς μπορεί να ενισχυθεί ουσιαστικά η σχέση της ελληνικής διασποράς με την Ελλάδα; 

Πώς μπορούν οι Ελληνες του εξωτερικού να συμβάλλουν πραγματικά στη βελτίωση της 

κατάστασης στη χώρα, πέρα από τα ανέξοδα και αδιέξοδα ευχολόγια; Οι στόχοι ενός 

φιλόδοξου προγράμματος του SEESOX της Οξφόρδης, με κεντρική επιδίωξη να 

διερευνηθεί η σχέση των Ελλήνων του εξωτερικού με τη μητρόπολη στα χρόνια της 

κρίσης. 

Websites of the month 

 Letter to the Secretary of State of the US about the Treaty of Lausanne: 

https://maloney.house.gov/sites/maloney.house.gov/files/Treaty%20of%20Lausanne%20Lett

er%20to%20Sec%20Tillerson.pdf 

 Νίκος Λαρυγγάκης: «Οι σχέσεις Ελλάδας και ΗΠΑ αυτή τη στιγμή είναι άριστες»: 

http://www.tovima.gr/world/article/?aid=921230 

 Christian lands in Jerusalem could be confiscated, warn UK Church leaders: 

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/christian-lands-in-jerusalem-could-be-confiscated-

warn-uk-church-leaders/122076.htm 

 With $250 Million Gift by Roy Vagelos, Columbia Medical School Looks to End Student 

Debt: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/04/nyregion/columbia-medical-school-endowment-

p-roy-vagelos.html 

 Δωρεά 250 εκατ. δολ. από τον ομογενή Δρ. Ρόι Βάγγελο και τη σύζυγό του Νταϊάνα στο 

Columbia: https://www.ekirikas.com/%CE%B4%CF%89%CF%81%CE%B5%CE%AC-250-

%CE%B5%CE%BA%CE%B1%CF%84-%CE%B4%CE%BF%CE%BB-

%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C-%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%BD-

%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B3%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AE-

%CF%81%CF%8C%CE%B9-%CE%B2%CE%AC%CE%B3/ 

 Ο Stephen Fry μιλά για την επιστροφή των Μαρμάρων του Παρθενώνα VideoMan: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0IYBCCBA0g 

 Η αξία της αριστείας: https://arxaia-ellinika.blogspot.com/2017/03/aksia-aristeias.html 
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 The Odyssey Map: 

http://esripm.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=4fc9153f4d9248b9bab7011e

3950b552&webmap=962ca9da38bf4c5e9439a6acf3dd1b3e# 

 Τα 140 Προαπαιτούμενα Του Μνημονίου Με Απλά Λόγια: 

https://www.dianeosis.org/research/memorandum_140/ 

 Πίνακας Ελέγχου Της Ελληνικής Οικονομίας: https://www.dianeosis.org/crisis-

monitor/?utm_source=newsletter+%233&utm_campaign=467dcd3f34-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5bd715c0d4-

467dcd3f34-149592253 

 Το Ρεμπέτικο στον κατάλογο Πολιτιστικής Κληρονομιάς της Unesco: 

http://www.kathimerini.gr/938364/article/epikairothta/ellada/to-rempetiko-ston-katalogo-politistikhs-

klhronomias-ths-unesco 

 Σχολή Μωραΐτη - 80 Χρόνια: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nkr3DHw2kKU&app=desktop 

 'Η θέα από το Λευκό Πύργο τα τελευταία 100 χρόνια': 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtiErCFx7Jk&t=21s 

 Η μάχη της Αράχωβας (18-24 Νοεμβρίου 1826): 

http://enromiosini.gr/arthrografia/%CE%B7-%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%87%CE%B7-

%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%83-

%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%87%CF%89%CE%B2%CE%B1%CF%83-18-24-

%CE%BD%CE%BF%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%B2%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85-

1826/ 

 What it means to Be Greek!: https://vimapress.gr/ti-simeni-na-ise-ellinas-vinteo-apo-sikago-

pou-kani-gyro-tou-kosmou/ 

 Publication by the University of Athens of its Directory in Ten Languages:  

o In Greek: http://www.uoa.gr/to-panepistimio/apostoli-politikes-kai-

dhmosieymata/dhmosieymata/enhmerwtiko-fylladio.html 

o In English: http://en.uoa.gr/about-us/mission-policies-and-publications/university-of-

athens-a-self-portrait.html 
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Books and Music 

 "Ελευθέριος Βενιζέλος, Ο οραματιστής του εφικτού" του Θάνου Βερέμη 

 "The Odyssey of Homer" translation by Emily Wilson 

 Γιώργος & Νίκος Στρατάκης - "Λαΐνι": 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33dPnAbaR9E&feature=youtu.be 

 

News – Articles 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33dPnAbaR9E&feature=youtu.be


                                      

Europe's Fate Foretold 

By Christos Argyriou 

Any close observer of global events can tell you that, in some ways, geopolitics is uncannily similar 

to geology. Just as the rapid shifts in the Earth's tectonic plates give way to earthquakes that can 

shake countries and regions to their core, so do the underlying forces of international affairs send 

deep tremors across corners of the globe from time to time. 

Perhaps no region knows this better than Europe, which has taken up the difficult task of determining 

what its future will look like. Many citizens within the European Union are unhappy with Brussels' 

leadership, while many more are dissatisfied with the political agendas of individual member states. 

As the Continent's leaders try to forge a path forward, this discontent will doubtless be on their minds 

as they grapple with the thorny issues of austerity, defense and illegal immigration that must be 

settled carefully if the bloc is to survive. 

The Point of No Return 

From its position at Europe's helm, Germany has pushed its plan for austerity by persuading fellow 

EU states that it is the only solution to the Continent's continuing economic troubles. Berlin feared 

that if one struggling country received a bailout with no strings attached, others would soon follow 

demanding the same. But former French President Francois Hollande, answering the rising tide of 

Euroskepticism within and beyond his country, staunchly opposed Berlin's approach of tying 

financial aid to stringent domestic reforms. 

The clash of Europe's two titans became painfully clear in their conflicting responses to a mountain 

of Greek debt. Aware that it couldn't continue to lead the European Union if Greece remained a 

eurozone member, Germany offered the foundering country a way out of the monetary union in July 

2015. But France, along with the United States, pushed back against the idea. Jack Lew, the U.S. 

treasury secretary at the time, even bluntly stated that a "Grexit" would be "geopolitically a mistake." 

He urged European officials to keep the rescue of Greece on track. And as Athens' financial problems 

grew, EU members lined up on both sides of the debate, revealing the deep ideological rift within the 

bloc. 

Now the European Union has reached the point of no return: Will it continue to acquiesce to 

Germany's desire for austerity, regardless of other members' reluctance to do so? Or will it balance 

the strict rules of the eurozone with the public's calls for a welfare Continent? 

A United Effort for a 'New Europe' 

Recent speeches by European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and French President 

Emmanuel Macron may have shed some light on the answer to this question. In a recent talk about 

his view of the Continent's future, Juncker outlined five possible scenarios: maintaining the status 

quo, preserving only the single market, allowing a multispeed Europe, doing less more efficiently or 

doing more together as a cohesive whole. Based on Macron's call for a "new Europe" on Sept. 7 in 

Athens, it seems likely that Europe will choose the last of these paths. 



                                      

Macron's choice of Greece as the location to reveal his vision for the Continent was hardly random. 

For one, the French president has a history of currying favor with Greek Prime Minister Alexis 

Tsipras: During his tenure as Hollande's financial adviser, Macron strongly supported the provision 

of debt relief to Athens while deeply opposing Germany's calls for austerity. For another, Pnyx (the 

location in Athens of Macron's speech) is often considered the birthplace of democracy, where the 

Athenians of ancient Greece once hosted their popular assemblies. Fittingly, Macron lobbied for 

greater democracy, cooperation and solidarity in the European Union as he stood on the same spot 

thousands of years later. He then warned that the Continental bloc's "sovereignty, democracy and 

trust are in danger." 

The French president also used the venue to demonstrate his country's readiness to play its part in 

rebuilding Europe — in part, by helping Greece to secure debt relief — in the years to come. Rather 

than playing second fiddle to Germany, France has shouldered the mantle of co-managing the 

European Union. By unveiling his proposals to a Greek audience, Macron demonstrated Greece's 

importance to France as a strong ally in Southern Europe as Paris assumes the burden of leadership, 

particularly at a time when the Continent has begun to break into alliances based on regional divides. 

Germany, for its part, seems to have acknowledged the fact that it can no longer lead Europe alone. 

After the country's recent elections left the ruling party with the unenviable task of cobbling together 

a coalition from a political spectrum that is more divided than ever, German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel admitted that Macron's "new Europe" could be the first step toward building a federal system 

of governance within the Continental bloc. 

Though the agendas of Germany and France conflict in many ways, the two countries are willing to 

set aside their differences to rebuild a stronger Europe. To that end, they have found common ground 

in their pursuit of the creation of the post of EU finance minister, and a post for EU foreign affairs 

minister probably won't be far behind. Of course, the establishment of these offices will take quite a 

bit of time, effort and negotiation. But in the end, a German and Frenchman (if not necessarily in that 

order) will doubtless fill them. 

Federalism: Keeping a Continent Together 

Nevertheless, the regional alliances that coalesce around France and Germany in response to 

economic issues will only solidify in the face of energy and security problems in the coming years. 

Because of its dependence on Russian natural gas, the European Union will prioritize the discovery 

and exploitation of alternative energy resources. The Mediterranean Sea presents an opportunity for 

such diversification — and for closer cooperation among Southern European states. 

Consider Cyprus, whose exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and energy reserves have positioned it to 

become a major natural gas exporter to Europe. French energy giant Total has already begun to 

explore Block 11 of the EEZ with the expectation of finding a field akin in size to Egypt's massive 

Zohr field. Meanwhile a consortium operating in the EEZ that comprises France's Total, the United 

States' ExxonMobil, Italy's Eni and Qatar Petroleum will unite several Southern European states 

(France, Italy, Cyprus and Greece) as well as the United States in their desire to secure the unstable 

region. 

In fact, since drilling for energy resources near Cyprus began in July, the U.S. and French navies 

have bolstered their patrols near the island. Joint military exercises among Eastern Mediterranean 



                                      

nations have also ramped up this year. For instance, Cypriot, Greek, French, British, Italian, 

Hungarian and U.S. forces participated in the massive "Exercise Argonaut" maritime drill, while 

Greek, U.S., Israeli and Emirati forces joined in "Iniohos 2017." Finally, Greece and Egypt 

concluded the "Medusa 2017" joint air and naval exercises in early August. That Germany and its 

Northern European allies were absent in all of these drills, which were so intensive among France 

and its Southern European peers, is telling of the federalist fate Europe is heading toward. The 

Continent's north-south divide will eventually lead to a parallel split in the European Union's agenda, 

with France taking the lead on matters of defense and Germany heading up matters of the economy, 

giving rise to a system of federalism that balances the competing interests of the two. 

A federalist Europe, however, would require an army that could be deployed at a moment's notice 

without the bureaucratic red tape that the Continental bloc currently faces. The ambitious "Schengen 

military zone" that U.S. Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges has proposed thus might not be as far-fetched as it may 

seem, particularly given Germany and France's willingness to undertake considerable reforms to keep 

Europe together. Of course, the creation of an EU army would require the approval of member states' 

parliaments. And though Germany, France and Italy called for the construction of an EU military 

headquarters at an informal defense ministers' meeting on Sept. 27 in Bratislava, Slovakia, they 

stipulated that the base would command overseas missions rather than hosting a permanent standing 

force. Even so, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland and Sweden 

have broadly endorsed the proposals of the Continent's two biggest powers. 

As the end of the year draws near, the tsunamis spawned by recent geopolitical earthquakes are on 

the verge of washing over Europe's shores. But the European Union has every motive to save itself 

by adopting new reforms and systems of governance that abandon the social inequality that decades 

of austerity measures have exacerbated. Perhaps in doing so the bloc will improve its image among 

Europe's citizens, regaining their trust by giving the Continent back to those who call it home. 

https://worldview.stratfor.com/article/europes-fate-

foretold?id=87179e919a&e=74ae26f01f&uuid=dba4398f-d5fb-45b4-9a55-

4965065a2994&utm_source=The+Daily+Brief&utm_campaign=0bd3725d41-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_87179e919a-0bd3725d41-

53567477&mc_cid=0bd3725d41&mc_eid=74ae26f01f 
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